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The RAGES Rag 

 
The newsletter of the Rail Action 

Group, East of Scotland, bringing 

members up-to-date with 

progress on improvements to 

local rail services. 

(left: Class 380 EMU passing 

through East Linton. 

Photograph:  B. Forrest) 

  
 

INCREASED FUNDING OFFER 

FOR RESTON AND EAST 

LINTON STATIONS 

 

The RAGES Committee are 

delighted with Transport 

Minister, Humza Yousaf’s 

announcement of increased 

funding for East Linton and 

Reston Stations. This now 

Follow us on: Website  www.rages.org.uk       Twitter @RailActionGrpES         www.facebook.com/RailActionGroup 

Increased Funding for East Linton and Reston Stations  

leaves these two stations with a 

shortfall in construction cost 

funding of £1.24m and £1.18m 

respectively. The Scottish 

Government has offered increased 

funding to enable construction of 

the proposed Reston and East 

Linton stations to move forward. 

The offer made will increase the 

proposed Scottish Government 

contribution to 60%; this is 

unprecedented in terms of the 

Scottish Stations Fund and has 

never been made in any previous 

station. 

The second option would see the 

stations construction form part of a 

programme of works within the 

next Network Rail delivery 

period, which broadly aims to 

improve capacity to the east of 
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RAGES PUBLIC MEETING AT 

PRESTONPANS TOWN HALL ON 

MONDAY 25 JULY 

A Public Meeting was arranged by 

RAGES on 25th July at Prestonpans 

Town Hall at which a number of 

Questions/Issues were raised with 

Phil Verster, Managing Director 

of Abellio/ScotRail. The issues 

raised, and ScotRail’s responses, are 

given below. 

 

Questions that were answered by Mr 

Verster at the meeting were:- 

 

Question: What is being done to 

address the overcrowding on the 

North Berwick Service? 

Answer: Unfortunately, due to 

(continued on p3) 

rolling stock shortage, this would 

not improve until the new Hitachi 

Class 385 arrive in 2017/18.  

 

Question: When are ScotRail 

going to replace the unreliable and 

outdated ticket machines (which 

cannot accept East Lothian and 

certain other cards)? 

Answer: New ticket machines will 

be installed this autumn. 

 

We subsequently received answers 

to the following questions:- 

 

Question 1: ScotRail were 

requested to improve provision of 

dispute information, particularly 

about cancellations on non-strike 

days?  

ScotRail Response: Cancellations 

were advertised in advance on our 

App and website. Please always 

check our online systems before 

going to the station. 

 

Question 2: ScotRail were requested 

to come back to RAGES on why can’t 

East Lothian have the Class 380s not 

now required for a token E&G 

service? 

ScotRail Response: The two Class 

380s in question are required for 

driver training in the west of 

Scotland. 

 

Question 3: ScotRail to speak with 

 Q&A Meeting With ScotRail’s Phil Verster 

Increased Funding for East 

Linton and Reston Stations  - 

concluded from  p1 

Edinburgh. In this second option, 

the councils are not being required 

to increase the level of funding 

above that which they have stated 

is their limit. 

Humza Yousaf, Minister for 
Transport and the Islands said 

“The Scottish Government has 

been a strong supporter of the 

delivery of Reston and East 

Linton stations and is keen to 

work with local authorities to 

deliver rail infrastructure to meet 

the needs of their local 

communities. 

“Currently, we fund new stations 

via the Scottish Stations Fund 

with central government funding 

limited to 50%; the balance being 

matched by contributions from 

promoters, whether local 

authorities or private developers. 

“Recognising the budgetary 

pressures facing all parties 

concerned, I have written to both 

local authorities outlining my two 

potential solutions to the current 

funding shortfall. 

“My first option seeks to address 

the shortfall by increasing the 

central government contribution to 

an unprecedented 60%, the second 

by incorporating the stations within 

a larger programme of works.  

“The second option would see the 

stations construction form part of a 

programme of works within the 

next Network Rail delivery period, 

which broadly aims to improve 

capacity to the east of Edinburgh. 

In this second option, the councils 

are not being required to increase 

the level of funding above that 

which they have stated is their 

limit. 

“In both instances, I would also be 

seeking a long term commitment 

from each council in respect of 

improved connectivity. For 

example, by ensuring appropriate 

bus services to the station from 

outlying communities and the 

provision of suitable interchange 

facilities to maximise the wider 

economic and social value of the 

stations. 

“I am pleased to be able to offer 

these unprecedented solutions to 

allow the construction of these 

stations to progress. I’ve advised 

the councils that I’m happy to 

accept either option. The ball is 

now in the Councils court and I 

look forward, in due course, to hear 

how they wish to proceed.” 

(Publication Date: 10/11/2016) 

Barrie Forrest 



Page 3 of 8 

 

(continued on p4) 

Virgin Trains East Coast 

Managing Director, David Horne,  

gave an update to attendees from 

over the UK on what has been done 

over the last six months, including 

Q&A Meeting With ScotRail’s 

Phil Verster - concluded from  p2 

 

refurbishing the fleet and future 

plans.  

“Tim Headley-Jones, who I met 

Virgin Trains East Coast (VTEC) 

about setting an off-peak Dunbar-

Edinburgh fare?  

ScotRail Response: Contact is 

being made with Virgin Trains 

East Coast (VTEC) about this. 

 

Question 4: ScotRail to confirm 

that Dunbar-Musselburgh fare no 

longer presumes travel via 

Edinburgh? 

ScotRail Response: Confirmed. 

 

Question 5: ScotRail to consider a 

mobile phone app for customer 

access to station car parks?  

ScotRail Response: We are looking 

at a number of ways so as better to 

inform our passengers of car park 

capacity levels. Smartcard is one 

way that is being considered. We 

can look into whether car parking 

information can be integrated into 

the existing ScotRail App as 

opposed to a separate offering. 

 

Question 6: ScotRail to ask East 

Lothian Buses whether they would 

take our smartcard?  

ScotRail Response: East Lothian 

Virgin Trains East Coast (VTEC) Trains Summit at York 

Barrie Forrest, RAGES Vice 

Chairman, attended Virgin Trains 

East Coast stakeholder summit 

meeting in York on October 11th 

2016.  

Buses are not operating on the same 

version of Integrated Transport 

Smartcard Organisation (ITSO) as 

ScotRail. 

 

Question 7: ScotRail to review 

Dunbar parking charges?  

ScotRail Response: The car-parking 

charges at Dunbar deliver an 

income that enables ScotRail to 

maintain and provide the existing 

facilities at the station. It is not our 

intention to remove these charges 

and we charge at a number of 

similar locations where the demand 

exists. 

 

Question 8: ScotRail to consider an 

option for customers to be able to 

print off tickets at home?  

ScotRail Response: ScotRail will 

enhance capabilities in smart 

ticketing. One of the capabilities is 

to load a ticket on the smartcard at 

home. Subject to the results of pilots 

this will be offered to our 

customers. 

 

Question 9: ScotRail to review 

whether better use could be made of 

the trainset forming the Fridays 

Excepted 22:07 Edinburgh 

Waverley-Dunbar? 

 ScotRail Response: The train sits 

5 minutes at Dunbar before 

returning empty, but making other 

use of it encounters difficulties 

with docking, traincrew diagrams 

and rules of the route for overnight 

track maintenance. 

 

Question 10: ScotRail to consider 

filling the present 07:42-08:56 gap 

in departures from Dunbar to 

Edinburgh?  

ScotRail Response: There are no 

resources available for this. 

 

Question 11: ScotRail to review 

RAGES longstanding request for a 

local service from Edinburgh to 

Berwick-upon-Tweed notably so 

as to provide a later train from 

Edinburgh than the present last 

departure at 21:00 during the week 

but 19:00 on Saturdays?  

ScotRail Response: On the East 

Coast Main Line, we are hindered 

in running later services because of 

Network Rail’s access 

requirements for maintenance, 

which may not affect the train 

travelling out but could impact the 

return leg to Edinburgh. Even 

extending the existing last train 

from Dunbar to Berwick would 

also break shift lengths and thus 

need more traincrew.  
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outcome from all of these meetings 

would point to the stations not be 

ready for trains until sometime in 

2018 and that the service would not 

be implemented until the stations 

were open. In response to 

committee and members 

unhappiness of this delay, the 

Group launched their Post Card 

Appeal to the Minister. All of the 

Summary of RAGES 17th Year 

trains running through them by 

December 2016. Sadly this was in 

stark contrast to the meeting we had 

with ScotRail operator Abellio, 

where they stated that there would 

be no trains available until 2018 to 

run this service. This then sparked 

of a series of meetings with: - 

Transport Scotland; Transport 

Minister, Derek Mackay MSP; 

Network Rail; ScotRail; both 

Local Councils; and SEStran. The 

RAIL ACTION GROUP EAST OF 

SCOTLAND 

RESUME OF OUR 17TH YEAR - SEPT 

2015 TO SEPT 2016 

Another year on and we have gone 

from the highs of the then Transport 

Minister, Keith Brown MSP writing 

to RAGES stating that the Local 

Service between Edinburgh and 

Berwick, with re-opened stations at 

East Linton and Reston should see 

at Dunbar when Dunbar was an 

East Coast station, and is now 

Major Projects Manager, gave a 

very interesting presentation on the 

new Azuma Trains, which are due 

to arrive on the East Coast route by 

2018. These trains will cut journey 

time from Edinburgh to London to 

3 hrs 59 mins on some trains. Seat 

availability on the new Azuma 

Trains will be colour coded as 

follows:- Green - Available; Amber 

- Available for Part Journey; Red - 

Not Available, and some of the new 

trains will be longer on different 

routes. 

Virgin Trains East Coast have a 

new menu designed by award 

winning caterer James Martin for 

First Class, and hot meals for 

Standard Class at your seat.  

A new entertainment service called 

Beam is coming soon to Virgin 

Trains East Coast. 

Darren Baxter from IPPR 

 (continued on  p5) 

 

Photograph: B. Forrest 

Virgin Trains East Coast 

(VTEC) Trains Summit at York 

- concluded from  p3 

 

(Institute for Public Policy 

Research) North gave a 

presentation on the proposal of 

Northern Powerhouse including 

their aims to have a Northern 

Transport Strategy.  

Dunbar Virgin Trains East Coast 

service :  I again asked if Dunbar 

could have a near mid-day service to 

London, to be approved by ORR 

(Office of Rail and Road). Virgin 

Trains East Coast intend running a 

late Friday night service from 

Edinburgh to Newcastle calling at 

Dunbar, Berwick-on-Tweed, 

Alnmouth and Morpeth and a 

19:00 and 20:00 on Saturday 

nights. If approved, times will be 

in the December Timetable .  

RAGES are waiting for dates to 

meet Virgin Trains East Coast 

Managing Director David Horne 

in Edinburgh.  

Very pleased I attended the 

meeting, this is a small update of 

what was said at the Summit.  
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(Summary of RAGES 17th Year - 

concluded from p4) 

Out and About With RAGES Members  

RAGES MEMBERS GETTING 

OUT AND ABOUT 

 

Committee members Barrie 
Forrest and Allison 

Cosgrove have been 

frequenting St. Abbs Indoor 
Market Cafe by kind 

permission of owner 
Sharon, distributing copies 

of the RAG and getting 

visitors and locals alike 
interested in our campaign.  

Our picture shows a group of 
tourists engrossed in the last 

edition of the RAG! 

 

above meetings have taken 

considerable time and effort from 

the committee and it must be noted, 

had great support from MSP’s and 

Councillors alike. 

With the ScotRail franchise now in 

the hands of Abellio, we have 

complained to them about their 

decision to abandon Club 55 in 

favour of Club 50 which in our 

opinion does not give as much value 

and flexibility to the passenger. We 

are only one of many groups to have 

raised this issue with them. One 

very welcome change in Scotland 

has been the implementation of the 

ScotRail/Network Rail Alliance 

Team, which is headed up Phil 

Verster as Managing Director. Mr 

Verster had accepted a meeting 

with the committee but 

unfortunately he had to cancel due 

a more pressing commitment within 

the company. It is hoped to arrange 

another meeting with Mr Verster 

sometime in the near future. 

Dunbar station management 

changed hands from East Coast to 

ScotRail; dialogue continues with 

ScotRail over teething problems at 

this station. 

Virgin Trains East Coast (VTEC) 

has now taken over the East Coast 

franchise. The Group have written 

with their requests for 

improvements within the area. 

Unfortunately a meeting scheduled 

with Emma Vincent of VTEC was 

cancelled due to her having an 

urgent meeting at short notice in 

London. We are currently arranging 

a new date with VTEC to discuss 

our requests. 

As reported last year, the 

establishment of the East Lothian 

Community Rail Partnership 

(CRP) is starting to get their 

promotional material out on the 

attractions in our area, this has been 

very much welcomed by the Group. 

This CRP will aid independently 

the growth of visitors and 

ultimately passenger numbers by 

rail to our stations in East Lothian 

and hopefully Eastern Berwickshire 

when Reston re-opens.  

Meetings continue with SEStran 

and again these have been hosted 

by Councillor Veitch at East 

Lothian Council. Attendances at 

these meetings by the Group and 

the politicians you will agree have 

proved to be very worthwhile and 

necessary to achieve our Aims. 

 

Photograph: B. Forrest 
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week period. Work is 
scheduled for completion in 

mid-December. 

 

Photograph: J. Yellowlees 

 Musselburgh Racecourse has 
adopted Wallyford Station under 

ScotRail’s ‘Adopt-a-Station’ 
scheme with two attractively-

planted barrel-trains. A free bus 

Wallyford Station Adopted by Musselburgh Racecourse 

shuttle was in operation 
recently for the Big Nature 

Festival at Levenhall Links. 

A photograph of the new 

had been asking for this to 
happen for many years. The 

photo shows the scaffolding in 
place and the project is more 

than half way through its 20 

East Linton Bridge 66 Refurbishment 

REFURBISHMENT OF EAST LINTON 

BRIDGE 66 

RAGES is pleased to see the 

refurbishment of the ECML 

Bridge 66 at East Linton after 

Dunpender Community Council 

barrel-planters is shown under 

the separate article ‘RAGES 

Photo-Miscellany’ 
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RAGES Photo Miscellany 

 

Clockwise From Above: An Inter-City 225 Passing the Site of the Proposed Reston Station 

(Photograph: B.Forrest); New Train Planter at Wallyford Station; New Cycle Racks at North Berwick 

Station; Scotnews Kiosk on North Berwick Station (see CRP feature at http://acorp.uk.com/north-

berwick-end-of-the-line) (Photographs: J. Yellowlees). 
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RAGES works to 

• Improve the rail service between Edinburgh and Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

• Have East Linton and Reston stations re-opened for active use. 

• Improve the level of service to North Berwick. 

• Consider the implications with regard to car parking and bicycle storage 
at stations between Waverley and Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

• Keep under scrutiny the standards of passenger facilities at stations 
between Waverley and Berwick upon Tweed, including North Berwick, 

and to draw the attention of the relevant bodies to shortcomings which 
arise. 

• Re-open the branch line from Longniddry to Haddington. 

• The group, being environmentally minded, will actively strive to 
encourage rail travel within its geographical area. 

RAGES needs your support 

RAGES (Rail Action Group, East of Scotland) is the rail users campaign group for the area between 
Edinburgh and Berwick-upon-Tweed, including the North Berwick service. 

Our aim is to persuade the Government, both at national and local level, train operators and Network 
Rail to improve the level of service to stations in our area and to seriously consider re-opening key 

stations such as East Linton, Reston and Haddington. 

Please join us to lend your support.  

Membership will give you a say in how we influence the rail companies to improve local train services. 

Additionally you will get up-to-date information on significant changes in rail matters, and a regular 
newsletter. 

The annual subscription is £4 for individual membership or £10 for corporate membership, such as 

community councils and organisations, and is renewable on 1st April each year. 

Please send your completed form with your remittance (made payable to Rail Action Group, East of 

Scotland) to: 

Mr R J Darling 

Membership Secretary (RAGES) 

5 Somnerfield Crescent 
Haddington 

EH41 3RW 

I enclose my first RAGES membership fee of £4 / £10*. (* Delete as applicable) 

Title ......... Surname .................................... Forename(s) ............................................................... 

Company .................................................................................................................................... 

Address .....................................................................................................................................     

 ................................................................................................................................................ 

Post Code .......................... Telephone ....................................... 

Email ....................................................................................... 


