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Russell Darling

From: RAGES Information <information@rages.org.uk>

Sent: 11 February 2022 15:44

To: Russell

Subject: RAGES Electronic News 469

 

  
Dear Russell,  
 

  

There are three items of note in this newsletter. 
  
RMT DISPUTE WITH TRANSPENNINE EXPRESS 
  
The RMT union recently announced that its train conductor members employed at TransPennine Express 
would take strike action on four consecutive Sundays: 13, 20 and 27 February and 6 March 2022. There is 
also some associated withdrawal of co-operation in relation to overtime and revenue collection from 14 
February 2022 onwards. 
  
Some services in our area are affected. 
  
The full letter, detailing these changes, sent to RAGES can be seen at: 
RMT dispute stakeholder letter 09_02_22.pdf (rages.org.uk) 
  
  
START OF WORK ON EAST LINTON STATION 
  
RAGES also received a letter from Network Rail about their progress at East Linton.  The main item of note 
in the coming weeks is that the start of construction work will see them begin pilling to create the new station 
platforms. 
 
Piling is among the noisiest activities they do on the railway and unfortunately, as it is close to the running 
line, it has to be at night for safety reasons. 
 
They will be piling on both Saturday and Sunday nights from Saturday 12th February until the end of March. 
The work will be from 11pm to 9am on Saturday nights and from 11pm until 5.30am on Sunday nights. This 
work will be noisy and disruptive. 
 
They will, where appropriate use a less disruptive piling method (vibration piling) but some hammer piling is 
unavoidable. Throughout the piling work they will do what they can to minimise the impact of noise and 
vibration on the surrounding properties. 
  
As the project develops, they will update the community on their working times and the type of work that will 
be taking place. This will mainly be via their web site - https://scotlandsrailway.com/projects/east-linton-
station 
  
  
SCOTRAIL'S TEMPORARY TIMETABLE ENDS 
  
ScotRail reports that their temporary timetable is coming to an end from Monday, 14 February 2022. It means 
around 2,000 services will operate each day as more people return to the railway. 
  
The Omicron variant had a significant impact on their services and at the peak of the Omicron wave, more 
than 450 of their staff were absent. The temporary timetable provided greater certainty for customers and 
allowed us to keep people moving across the country. Their staff worked flat out to run a safe and reliable 
railway in really difficult and continually changing circumstances. 
  



2

They say that they still face significant challenges, with around 150 staff absent due to COVID, including 50 
drivers, but with things improving, and restrictions across Scotland being relaxed, they are now able to safely 
reintroduce the full timetable that was in operation in early December. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Tom Dickson 
RAGES Membership Secretary 
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