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The RAGES Rag 

 
The newsletter of the Rail Action 

Group, East of Scotland, 

bringing members up-to-date 

with progress on improvements 

to local rail services. 

(left: RAGES Vice-Chairman 
Barrie Forrest with the new 

information displays at Reston 
Gala Day on 18th June – see 

article in this issue. 

 Photograph:  B. Forrest) 

A meeting was held on 22 June, 

chaired by Transport Minister, 
Humza Yousaf, and attended by 

RAGES, Network Rail and Transport 

Scotland. All present were very 
disappointed to be told that a new 

study was to be made into the 
railways fitness for purpose, to 

report in 2020. A letter was 

subsequently sent by the Minister 
on 21 July regarding this, to which 

RAGES replied. Both letters are 

Follow us on: Website  www.rages.org.uk       Twitter @RailActionGrpES         www.facebook.com/RailActionGroup 

Meeting With The Minister 

reproduced in full below. 

 

21 July 2017  

Dear Tom and Barrie  
Reston and East Linton Stations  

I refer to our most recent meeting 

held on 22 June at the parliament 
when I had the opportunity to have a 

short discussion with you both, I am 
happy to reiterate not only my 
personal commitment to this project 

but also the wider Government 

aspiration to improve rail connectivity 

for local communities. This 
commitment has been demonstrated 

by our increased funding offer to 

assist the Councils to meet the project 
funding gap as well as our 

undertaking to provide services 
between Edinburgh and Berwick by 

embedding a requirement within the 

ScotRail Franchise.  
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(continued on p3) 

Meeting With The Minister 

continued from p1 

I have, as promised, now written to 

Network Rail confirming the 
government’s commitment to 
delivery of Reston and East Linton 

stations in CP6 (2019 – 2024) and 
have requested detail of the planned 

interface between the stations and the 
wider plans they have relating to East 

Coast Main Line (ECML) capacity 
enhancement.  
I can also confirm that Transport 

Scotland have now assumed the client 
role for the development of Reston 

and East Linton stations from the 

Local Authorities. In addition, I have 
asked Network Rail to continue 

further development work, as 
required, to inform the specification 

of the stations, and that they should 
be undertaken in the current control 

period. My officials will continue to 

discuss this matter with Network Rail 
to ascertain timescales for the 

development work and indicative 

costs for work falling within CP5.  

Whilst acknowledging that we are 
still working on the details of how the 

new project pipeline approach will 

operate in conjunction with HLOS, I 
share your desire to have these 

stations completed in early CP6 and I 

can reaffirm our commitment to 

delivery of Reston and East Linton 
stations in CP6. I intend to provide 

further details to you of the 

interaction between this project and 
wider plans relating to ECML 

capacity enhancement once known.  

I look forward to continuing to work 

with to realise our collective ambition 

to deliver a rail service at Reston that 

meets the needs of the local 

community and I commend you and 

your group for the powerful advocacy 

in pursuing greater rail connectivity 

within south east Scotland. 

 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, 

Glasgow G2 8LU www.gov.scot 

Dear Minister, 

 

On behalf of RAGES, I wish to thank 

you for inviting Barrie and myself 
to your meeting of 22nd June and 

your letter of 21st July 2017. We 

very much appreciated the time you 

gave to Barrie and myself at the 
end of the meeting. 

 

We have taken some time to reflect 
on both the meeting and the letter 

and comment as follows: - 
Meeting of 22nd June; 

This meeting could at the best be 
described as shambolic. Shambolic 

from the point of view that 

Transport Scotland announced 
further delaying tactics of yet 

another study to be performed on 
East Coast Main Line (ECML) 
Capacity Enhancement which 

would conclude sometime in 2020. 
This was further exacerbated by 

Network Rail not being informed 
or having a budget for such a 

study! Clearly there is a severe lack 
of communication between these 
two parties. This drew much 

consternation from all parties round 
the table that day including MSPs, 

Councillors, Council 
representatives and of course 

ourselves at RAGES. The 

underlining points here are – we 
have a letter from previous 

Transport Minister Keith Brown 

MSP which states ‘trains can be 
running to East Linton and Reston 

by Dec 2016. If the ECML was 

good enough to take our ‘Local 

Service’ in 2016, then there is no 
reason that it cannot take our 

service now. In addition, had the 

Councils accepted your ‘Option 1’ 
to increase their contribution to the 

station build cost then the 

construction of these stations 

would be underway. 
 

Letter of 21st July; 

Your letter gives little assurance 
that our Stations at East Linton and 

Reston will be delivered in the 

early part of CP6 – ideally 2019 to 

2020. The only slight glimmer of 
hope that we can grasp on to is 

contained in paragraph 4 which 

reads – “I share your desire to have 

these stations completed in early 
CP6”. 

 

Based on how long we have now 

been promised our Stations, I 
would have to make the following 
conclusions: - 

• Trust in Transport Scotland 

and Network Rail is at an 

all-time low given this 
further announcement of 

stalling (as mentioned 

above). These two 
institutions require to be 

instructed to stop the 

messing about and get on 

with the job in hand. The 
stalling tactics have now 

got to stop – we have a list 

of these tactics, which if 
required we will publish; 

• Had Barrie and I been 
given access permission 

from Network Rail, we 

could have built East 
Linton and Reston Stations 

ourselves given the time 
that we have worked on 

this RAGES Aim! This in no 

way demeans the equal 
amount of work and effort 

that the other Committee 
members have contributed 
over the years; 

• The diplomacy which 

RAGES has exercised over 

the past 20 years would 

appear not to have worked. 
To this end, the 

membership will now be 

asked as to how we should 

proceed; 

• Other stations which were 

proposed some years (even 

a decade) later than East 

Linton and Reston have 

built and opened for public 
use. We are now aware that 

a new station is being built 

at Forres to replace the 
existing station. We find 

this not only incredulous 
but insulting to the 
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(continued on p4) 

FARE SUCCESS 

RAGES are pleased to announce 

success in their negotiations and 

representations with Virgin Trains 

East Coast and politicians 

respectively over the excessive rise 
in fares from Dunbar.  

From the summer timetable, which 

started on Sunday 21st May, the 
Dunbar to Edinburgh day return fare 
has been decreased by £1, resulting 

in it now being £11.90.  

However, the single fare remains 
unaltered at £8.40 and the ticket 

machines have been made 
unavailable as they have not been 

updated with the new lower fare.  
This is a somewhat inconvenience to 

passengers and station staff alike. 

It should be noted that these £11.90 
'day return' fares can be used to 

Dunbar’s 2nd Platform & Track Renewal 

TRACK RENEWAL WORK 

Network Rail have announced that track renewal work 

will be carried out around Dunbar station between 

Sunday 6th August and Sunday 22nd October. The 
work will be carried out mainly at night and during 

weekends, so as to minimise disruption of train 
services. A letter has been sent to residents of affected 

properties apologising for any inconvenience, and 
assuring them that every effort will be made to 

travel to and from Edinburgh 
Waverley, Haymarket, Edinburgh 

Park and Edinburgh Gateway. 

CROSSCOUNTRY TRAINS STUDY 

(2016) 

In answer to our response to the 

Timetable Consultation where one of 

our main issues was the termination 

of Aberdeen and Dundee services in 
Edinburgh, we have received the 

following statement from Cross 

Country. “As regards the timetable 

consultation, regrettably we were 

unable to conclude our negotiations 

with DfT about this in time to meet 

Network Rail’s submission date for 
the December timetable. So, with the 

exception of those changes 

announced with the new franchise 
(increased Morpeth stops), there will 

be no other timetable changes this 
year. We are continuing to discuss 

with DfT the possibility of 
including some of these proposals 

in future timetables”. 

In addition a meeting has been 
arranged for 18th October to 

discuss amongst other items 
information we have obtained that 
there is plans to terminate the 

Plymouth to Edinburgh service at 
Newcastle – this train calls at 

Dunbar at 21:49. If this is to be the 
case, we have suggested (to Cross 

Country) to have the 1S51 19:35 
Ex Newcastle call at Dunbar at 
around 20:42. This would make for 

a better spread of trains at Dunbar. 
In addition, Dunbar desperately 

requires a northbound service at 

around 08:20. To enable this, we 
have suggested retiming the 07:35 

Newcastle to Glasgow service to 
leave Newcastle at 07:15 allowing 

this service to call at Dunbar. 

 Virgin East Coast & CrossCountry Trains News 

right:Artist’s impression of how Dunbar 

Platform 2 will look. Reproduced Courtesy of 

Network Rail ) 
 

Meeting With The Minister 

concluded from  p2 

requirements of the people of 

our area. 
 
We would very much like to see the 
diplomatic relationship between 
ourselves continue but that all 

depends on our needs to have the 

Stations opened early in CP6 being 
fulfilled – too many people who 

urgently require a train service 
have already missed out on this 
facility.  I look forward to hearing 

from you on the issues we have 
raised and seek a meeting with you 
at your earliest convenience such 

that you can inform us of more 

positive news on our Stations. 
Yours sincerely 

 
Tom 
 

Tom Thorburn 
Chairman 

Rail Action Group, East of 
Scotland 
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(above: RAGES members Allison Cosgrove and Barrie Forrest at 

the St. Abbs Gala. Photograph: B. Forrest) 

 

minimise this. 

DUNBAR PLATFORM 2 

Network Rail have also announced 

their plans to construct a second 
platform at Dunbar station, which 

will commence work in 2019. 

The new platform will facilitate 
operation of the new Virgin Trains 

East Coast ‘Azuma’ trains, which 
will enter service in 2018, and will 
also allow for extra services to use 

the station. 

A website has been set up given 
more details, at:- 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/dunb

arstation 

The Reston Gala Day was held on 18th 

June, and the St. Abbs Gala Day was 

held on 29th July, and RAGES members 

were present with a stand at each. 

Barrie Forrest attended the former, and 

took the opportunity to show the group’s 

new information banners, and to answer 

questions from the public about the 

group’s aims and achievements (see 

main photograph in this Issue). 

Barrie also attended the St. Abbs Gala 

Day at the Old School Café with Allison 

Cosgrove. 

There was much interest shown 

concerning when train services from 

Reston would be provided. 

Dunbar’s 2nd Platform & Track 

Renewal concluded from  p3 

Reston & St. Abbs Gala Days 

(right:Network Rail poster 

showing proposed layout of 

Dunbar Platform 2. 

Reproduced Courtesy of 
Network Rail ) 
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(right: The former station lodge 
outside Dunbar station, which is 

planned to become a micropub. 
 Photograph: G. Moulding) 

(right: The new Jim MacLean 
memorial bench at Longniddry 

station. 
 Photograph: J. Yellowlees) 

(right: Framed reproduction poster presented by RAGES to 
Barrie Forrest, at Barrie’s home. Photograph: B. Forrest) 

RAGESRAGESRAGESRAGES Presentation to Barrie Forrest 

Dunbar Micropub 

At the RAGES committee meeting held on 12th June, a presentation 

was made to Barrie Forrest in honour of his having been awarded the 

British Empire Medal in the New Year’s  Honours List for his long 

service to the communityof Reston in tirelessly campaigning for the 

re-opening of the station. The presentation was  in the form of a 

framed reproduction railway poster of ‘The Coronation’. 

Dunbar is to get a new micropub in 

the former station lodge at Station 

Road. 

Planning permission has been granted 

and a license has been applied for, 

which, it is hoped, will be dealt with 

in August with a view to opening in 

the autumn. 

The 1845 building is owned by 

Network Rail, who are on board with 

the venture, and East Lothian Council 

planners and licensing board are also 

supportive of the new business. 

The micropub will be a small 

freehouse selling mainly craft ales, 

craft spirits and wine. Coffee and cold, 

on the bench reads ‘In Memory of 

Jim MacLean (1924-2014) Founder 

President of the Rotary Club of 

Longniddry and District’ 

locally-sourced, snacks will also be 

available, but there will be no food 

preparation on the premises. 

There will be external seating in a 

garden area, but as the seating will not 

be left out overnight, planning 

permission is not required. 

It will be open from 11am-11pm, seven 

days a week; mobile phone use will not 

be allowed, and there will be no 

television, jukebox or gaming 

machines. 

Some work is needed on the building 

and the garden area, which has fallen 

into disuse, before its proposed autumn 

opening date. 

(Note: The licensing board 

subsequently granted an alcohol 

license on 24th August) 

 

Longniddry Memorial Bench 

LONGNIDDRY MEMORIAL 

BENCH  

In June, the daughter and son of the 

late Jim MacLean, Founder 

President of the Rotary Club of 

Longniddry and District, 

inaugurated this Macmerry-built 

bench in their father's memory on 

Longniddry Station. The inscription 
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Haddington News 

These recently installed railings pay tribute to 

Haddington’s railway past and are situated in 

front of the town’s former station in the West 

Road. 

They are around 40 yards in length split over 

two sections in front of the embankment 

which was the end of the branch line. 

Funding for the £35,000 project has come 

through Bett Homes, which is behind 89 new 

homes being built at Burnell Park, off the 

town’s Haldane Avenue.  

The commission for the railings has been 

awarded to the artists blacksmiths at Ratho 

Byres Forge.  

In a recent East Lothian Courier, Shona 

Johnson, of Ratho Byres Forge, commented 

that: ‘The low wall on West Road where the 

railings will be installed is to the rear of the 

old station and goods yard that serviced the 

Haddington branch line.  The railings give a 

contemporary link back to the Haddington 

branch line with references to railway lines 

and track, textured steel representing wooden 

railway sleepers, railway signals and mile 

markers and different stages of forged 

elements for locomotives and tools. The 

railings will sit well between the strong pillars 

and enhance the garden space beyond.’   

The original railings were probably removed 

between 1939 and 1945 as part of the war 

effort. 

This is also the site of the December 1937 

train accident as seen in the black and white 

photograph taken by the late George Angus 

and scanned from Andrew Hajducki's book 

"The Haddington. Macmerry and Gifford 

Branch Lines". 

As seen in the current photograph of the crash 

site, the embankment wall is still there in its 

original form. 

Haddington station closed to passengers in 

1949, and goods traffic in 1968. Its re-opening, with connection 

to the main line at Longniddry, is one of the aims of RAGES. 

(below: A section of the completed new railings on West 

Road, Haddington. Photograph: R. Darling) 

(above: The December 1937 Haddington train accident. 
 Photograph: G. Angus, courtesy A. Hajducki ) 
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RAGESRAGESRAGESRAGES Annual General Meeting 2017 

New Virgin Azuma Train at Dunbar 

The 2017 RAGES Annual General Meeting will be held on  

Wednesday 20th September 

At 

Reston Village Hall, 7 for 7.30pm 

All members & prospective members are invited to attend 

East Coast services in the 2018 

timetable, was photographed at 

Dunbar station. These trains will 

revolutionise travel between 

On Wednesday 16th August, a 

special test unit of the new 

Hitachi Azuma trains, which will 

be introduced onto Virgin Trains 

Edinburgh and London, with faster 

journeys, more seats and greater 

comfort. 

(Photograph: B. Forrest) 
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RAGES works to 

• Improve the rail service between Edinburgh and Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

• Have East Linton and Reston stations re-opened for active use. 

• Improve the level of service to North Berwick. 

• Consider the implications with regard to car parking and bicycle storage 

at stations between Waverley and Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

• Keep under scrutiny the standards of passenger facilities at stations 

between Waverley and Berwick upon Tweed, including North Berwick, 
and to draw the attention of the relevant bodies to shortcomings which 

arise. 

• Re-open the branch line from Longniddry to Haddington. 

• The group, being environmentally minded, will actively strive to 
encourage rail travel within its geographical area. 

RAGES needs your support 

RAGES (Rail Action Group, East of Scotland) is the rail users campaign group for the area between 
Edinburgh and Berwick-upon-Tweed, including the North Berwick service. 

Our aim is to persuade the Government, both at national and local level, train operators and Network 

Rail to improve the level of service to stations in our area and to seriously consider re-opening key 

stations such as East Linton, Reston and Haddington. 

Please join us to lend your support.  

Membership will give you a say in how we influence the rail companies to improve local train services. 

Additionally you will get up-to-date information on significant changes in rail matters, and a regular 
newsletter. 

The annual subscription is £4 for individual membership or £10 for corporate membership, such as 

community councils and organisations, and is renewable on 1st April each year. 

Please send your completed form with your remittance (made payable to Rail Action Group, East of 

Scotland) to: 

Allison Cosgrove 

Membership Secretary (RAGES) 

13 Stories Park 
East Linton 

EH40 3BN 

I enclose my first RAGES membership fee of £4 / £10*. (* Delete as applicable) 

Title ......... Surname .................................... Forename(s) ............................................................... 

Company .................................................................................................................................... 

Address .....................................................................................................................................     

 ................................................................................................................................................ 

Post Code .......................... Telephone ....................................... 

Email ....................................................................................... 


