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RESTON STATION PROGRESS REPORT
RESTON STATION RE-OPENING 1
The RAGES Committee have worked
tirelessly for over twenty years to
achieve the re-opening of Reston
Station. It must be said that the
committee have enjoyed terrific
support from the members who have
stuck religiously with us for this great
achievement. However, we require the
members to continue their allegiance
with us as we work to achieve a greater
number of trains serving the station, an
integrated bus service serving the

station, and upgrade of roads to cope
with the increased traffic flows
especially at the A1
Reston/Coldingham junction.
Reston Station was budgeted at a cost
of £20m. Now, one may wonder just
where they were going to spend this
vast sum of money on a new station?
To be honest, a dedicated duo
(Chairman, Barrie Forrest and Vice
Chairman, Tom Dickson) bolstered
most weeks by another two committee
members, quickly came to the

realisation what this budget was being
spent on. The 270m length platforms
sit on the former passing loops just
south of the former station and the
Duns/Berwickshire Railway junction.
When the vegetation and sapling
clearance had been completed, the
main water supply for Reston and
surrounding area was rerouted to the
south of the main line, as in its former
position, would have been under the
main construction site where very
large cranes had to operate. The
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(continued on page 2)

Reston Station Update
(continued from page 1)
embankments were quite steep where
the station was to be sited, this in the day
when the railway was constructed back in
the 1840’s was commonplace. This
resulted in the bases of the embankments
being widened markedly, to achieve this,
some 40,000 tonnes of stone were
imported from a quarry in neighbouring
East Lothian. A large amount of piling
was carried out on the embankments to
provide stability of foundations for the
platforms. This piling consisted of
drilling down some 17m to the bedrock
and continuing 5m into the bedrock.
Steel tubes were inserted into these holes
and subsequently filled with concrete.
The Overhead Line Equipment had to be
altered substantially with the support
columns that were in the way of the
platforms replaced with five sets of portal
frames. The large crane that was on site
for the main construction of the
platforms, lifted the precast platform
sections into position when the BAM
Nuttall team had possession of the line on
Saturday night/Sunday mornings and at
weekends when the ECML closed for
engineering works between Edinburgh
and Newcastle. Another very large crane
was brought on site to lift in the two lift
towers and the associated footbridge
linking them and the stairs coming off the
footbridge. As explained at our AGM in
October by our speaker from BAM
Nuttall, Reston was a much more
difficult task than the new stations on the
Borders Railway as they were working
on a ‘live line’ with limited access to the
platform area.
The car park is built around a circular
access which is designed to allow the
largest of buses to come into the station
to serve it, without having to reverse.
Access to the station is via a new
roundabout that has been put in just east
of The Orchard access on the Main
Street. The Orchard access from the
Main Street has been closed off and its
residents have a new access from the
station access road. A new type of
drainage system has been installed that
will cater for the water runoff from the
car park and its access road, which will
assist in preventing flooding elsewhere

downstream of the station. In conclusion,
I am sure that you will agree that a lot has
been achieved for our £20m, more so
when you compare Reston to the newly
opened Soham station in Cambridgeshire,
which is a single platform (Reston’s are
270m long and cater for the largest trains)
on a level site with no lifts or footbridge
at a cost of £18.6m.
During all the walkabouts and
photography sessions, RAGES enjoyed a
fantastic interaction with BAM Nuttall
staff who have been very helpful and
professional. RAGES and the local
populace are extremely excited at the
prospect of being able to board a train
again after some 58 years without a
passenger service to this part of East
Berwickshire. LNER will provide the first
northbound and last southbound services,
where TPE will provide five services in
each direction initially and then seven in
each direction from the May 2022
timetable. The Group are indebted to our
MSP’s, MP, Councillors and Local
Government Officers in bringing about a
much-needed return of rail services to
this part of the Borders.
The first photograph taken on 22/02/22
from The Orchard on the north side of
the line clearly shows the access stairs to
platform 1. These stairs were lifted into
position over the weekend using a large
telescopic crane. In addition, good
progress is being made on the lift tower
cladding by the team in the cherry picker.
The bridge connecting the lift towers and
the stairs down to platforms have glazing
fitted to them, which will allow good
visibility, this is a new concept in
comparison to that of the new overbridge
at Dunbar station, where one feels they
are in a roofless tunnel, with no visibility
afforded of the railway line.

RESTON STATION RE-OPENING 2

RAGES Chairman Barrie Forrest and
Logan Inglis secretary of
Reston and Auchencrow CC met with
Graeme Johnstone
Senior Engineer Scottish Borders
Council on January 21st
to discuss event for the opening of
Reston Station this will be
held in Reston Village Hall a date yet to
be confirmed but most
likely the end of May
On Saturday January 22nd RAGES
Chairman Barrie Forrest
Vice Chairman Tom Dickson and Hon
President Tom Thorburn
Met with Mark Rowley leader of
Scottish Borders Council
We walked up the village to the station
site to view the progress
and give issues to Mark involving the
village and Station ie
transport to the station with Bus
Services to meet the Trains
we thanked Mark for coming to Reston
especially at a weekend
and showing his support for Reston
Station and RAGES .

The aerial photo taken on 10/11/21
shows the vast size of the site looking
towards Grantshouse and Edinburgh.
Comparison with the earlier photo shows
that good progress has been achieved in
these winter months, and more especially
these stormy weeks we have just
experienced.

(continued on page 3)
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Reston Station Update
(concluded from page 2)
left: Detail of Reston station lifts and
platform 1, taken from The Orchard on
22/02/2022. Also notable are the recentlyinstalled footbridge entrance to platform 1,
and the partially-completed cladding on the
platform 1 lift shaft.
(Photograph: B. Forrest)

right: Aerial view of Reston station taken
on 10/11/2021, showing platforms,
footbridge and initial site preparation work
for car parks.
(Photograph: L. Inglis)

left: This terrific shot of Reston Station was taken
by Matthew Golten, Managing Director of
TransPennine Express from the rear cab of Nova1
set on its journey south from Edinburgh to Durham
on Sunday February 27th.
(Photograph Courtesy of: TransPennine
Express)
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EAST LINTON STATION PROGRESS REPORT
At the beginning of December 2021
preparatory site work commenced
ahead main construction. This
preparatory work involved setting up
access roads, the site compound
complex, and also levelling the area
that will form the site of the new
station.
In January this year the main
construction work for the new £15m
station got underway and currently
this involves the installation of the
concrete piling to create the
foundations for the new station
platforms.

The tops of the piling steel tubes can be seen
in the picture below, taken 27/02/2022.
Now, after more than 50 years, we will see a
new station at East Linton.
The planning application number for the
development of East Linton Railway Station
is 20/01423/P. This is for the erection of
the railway station platforms, waiting
shelters, bicycle shelters, footbridge, lifts,
car parking and associated works.
The new station is expected to be served by
ScotRail’s Edinburgh to Dunbar trains and
also TransPennine Express.

MARKLE LEVEL CROSSING
At a recent Rail Steering Group (East
Lothian) meeting attended by RAGES
it was mentioned that the Markle Main
Level Crossing upgrade work will take
place and that the completion of this
work will coincide with the completion
of East Linton Railway Station.

left: Preliminary work at the site
of East Linton station, showing
the concrete piling which will
form the foundations of the
platforms.
(Photograph: T. Dickson)

DUNBAR REPORT
will also stop at Reston and East Linton when
these stations open.
ScotRail is proposing changes to ticket office
opening hours at stations throughout the
country, this will affect Dunbar. In January
ScotRail carried out a public consultation.
Post pandemic is seeing the number
of people using the station increase,
although there are some green shoots
of recovery.
In December 2021, TransPennine
Express increased the frequency of
their Newcastle to Edinburgh train
services that stop at Dunbar from two
to five trains each way per day. They

RAGES members were encouraged to take
part in this consultation. The decision to
change opening hours was based purely on
ticket office sales and takes no recognition of
the other services that the staff provide to the
travelling public. See below the current and
proposed booking office hours for Dunbar.
Access to platform 2 from south of the
station

Discussions are ongoing with the
landowner for purchase of land to
enable this to proceed. Planning
permission has been granted for the
work out with the station boundary
(planning application reference
21/00033/PCL). For the work
within the station boundary
discussions are still ongoing with
ScotRail and Network Rail.
STATION BUILDING WINDOW
REPLACEMENT
The Category-B listed building

(continued on page 5)
Page 4 of 8

Dunbar Report
(concluded from page 4)

(Information provided by Estimates of station usage | ORR Data Portal)
windows were replaced in the
Eighties, but the modern design does
not reflect the original look of the
building.
Plans have been approved by ELC to
replace the modern windows in the
station building with replicas of the
originals as part of an upgrade
package which will also include new

rainwater pipes and vents.
The Category-B listed building will
see them replaced with a new design
which aims to replicate the original
windows which can still be seen on
the ground floor.
The new windows will be double
glazed and designed with a similar
sliding sash six over six pattern to

right: Dunbar station prior to commencement of
windows replacement work. The original style of
window can clearly be seen on the ground floor, and
the modern window design which is to be replaced can
be seen on the upper floor.
(Photograph Courtesy of: ScotRail)
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match the originals.

TWEED VALLEY RAILWAY CAMPAIGN
In December last year RAGES
were contacted by a new action
group ‘Tweed Valley Railway
Campaign’.
The objective of the Tweed
Valley Railway Campaign is to
be ‘a non-profit-distributing
voluntary association, which
aims to campaign to establish a
railway between the Borders
Railway and Berwick-upon-

Tweed.’
This group is at the very early stages of
getting started and have invited RAGES
to one of their meetings in Kelso at the
end of this month. The purpose of the
meeting is for RAGES to share with them
the lessons learned over the years
campaigning for the re-opening of Reston
and East Linton. Further information
about how the group is progressing can

be found at the links below.
A bid for the return of the Tweed
Valley railway line is at an early stage
| The Southern Reporter
A Bid For The Return Of The Tweed
Valley Railway Line Is At An Early
Stage « The Anonymous Widower
(anonw.com)

HADDINGTON REPORT
In January, Transport Scotland
issued its second Strategic
Transport Projects Review
(STPR2), the original having
been published in 2008. STPR2 is
currently out for consultation,
and RAGES will submit its views
in due course. STPR2 seeks to
inform transport investment in
Scotland, including cross-border
connections, over the next 20
years by providing evidencebased recommendations on which
Scottish Ministers can base future
transport investment decisions.
There are five objectives set for
STPR2:•
•
•
•

•

take action to mitigate
climate change
address inequalities and
accessibility
improve health &
wellbeing
support sustainable and
inclusive economic
growth
improve safety &
reliability.

Additionally there are six
recommendations:• improve active travel
infrastructure
• influence travel choices &
behaviours
• enhance access to affordable
public transport
• decarbonise transport
•

•

increase safety & resilience
on the strategic transport
network
strengthen strategic
connections.

Major proposals include a metro
system for Glasgow, further
extension of the tram network in
Edinburgh and a rapid transit system
for Aberdeen. There is to be
enhancement of certain inter-city rail
corridors, notably the Highland main
line and Edinburgh/Glasgow to
Perth/Dundee/Aberdeen. All public
transport (including rail freight) will
eventually be decarbonised to combat
climate change. Various measures
will be taken to encourage modal
shift of freight from road to rail.
The East Lothian Access Study STAG
Appraisal from 2019, which includes
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the option of re-opening the
Haddington branch, prepared by
East Lothian Council and to which

RAGES gave feedback, remains
under consideration. Likewise, the
provision of badly-needed
additional capacity on the ECML
through (at least) East Lothian
remains under consideration.
Additional ECML capacity is seen
as essential for the growth of all
rail traffic on this corridor,
including serving Haddington
adequately.
In early March, RAGES was given
a most useful update by East
Lothian's MSP, Paul McLennan.
We will continue to press the case
for Haddington.
HADDINGTON FARMERS
MARKET
In support of RAGES aim to
restore rail services to
Haddington, we have applied for,
and been granted by East Lothian
Council, permission for a stall

(continued on page 7)

Haddington Report
(concluded from page 6)
beside Haddington Farmers
Market on the last Saturday of
each month. The first such stall
will be present at the end of
March 2022 (26th).

campaign and will enable us to
keep people in Haddington
informed of progress towards
restoration of a rail link.

This is great news for RAGES

LOCAL ELECTIONS
It won't be long before candidates
for our Local Council Elections
start canvassing us for our vote.
No doubt you will have your list
of the usual points you wish to
raise with your prospective
candidates.
The RAGES Committee would
like you to assist us in our quest
to improve public transport,
especially rail, in our area by
asking candidates (if doorstep
campaigning has been cleared) or
by email if they are fully on board
with all that is required in

their/your area to make it happen.
COP26 delivered a powerful message to
us all that we must do everything
possible to protect our environment,
our future.
We have listed some points which you
may wish to raise with the candidates,
depending on council area: - Reinstatement of the Haddington
railway line to provide an alternative to
the car especially given the vast amount
of new housing that has been, and is
being, built in Haddington;
- Rail fares to be kept low to encourage

active train travel rather than use
of the car
- Proper integration of bus and
rail services similar to that on the
Continent such that we have the
ability to make all or the most of
our journey using public
transport
- Provision of more train services,
especially early and late night
services to East Linton (when it
opens), Dunbar, Reston and
Berwick

RAGES APPEAL FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS
As noted in the lead article in this

Notwithstanding these two great, if

issue, RAGES has been campaigning to
improve rail services in East Lothian
and The Borders for 20 years, and the
efforts of this campaigning have at last
borne fruit in the imminent re-opening
of both Reston and East Linton
stations, providing vital access to rail
services for many rapidly expanding
communities which have been without
such access since at least the Beeching
cuts of the 1960’s.

Whilst we are always keen to
welcome new members, we would
also like to encourage any member
who feels they would like to help
improve local rail services, to

long overdue, successes, RAGES still
sees a need to continue its
campaigning, as indicated by our list
of objectives in the membership
application at the end of this
newsletter.
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contact us if they would like to
become committee members. If
you are interested, please contact
us via Twitter or Facebook, or email information@rages.org.uk.

RAGES works to
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Improve the rail service between Edinburgh and Berwick-upon-Tweed.
Have East Linton and Reston stations re-opened for active use.
Improve the level of service to North Berwick.
Consider the implications with regard to car parking and bicycle storage at
stations between Waverley and Berwick-upon-Tweed.
Keep under scrutiny the standards of passenger facilities at stations between
Waverley and Berwick upon Tweed, including North Berwick, and to draw the
attention of the relevant bodies to shortcomings which arise.
Re-open the branch line from Longniddry to Haddington.
The group, being environmentally minded, will actively strive to encourage rail
travel within its geographical area.

RAGES needs your support
RAGES (Rail Action Group, East of Scotland) is the rail users campaign group for the area between Edinburgh and
Berwick-upon-Tweed, including the North Berwick service.
Our aim is to persuade the Government, both at national and local level, train operators and Network Rail to
improve the level of service to stations in our area and to seriously consider re-opening key stations such as East
Linton, Reston and Haddington.
Please join us to lend your support.
Membership will give you a say in how we influence the rail companies to improve local train services. Additionally
you will get up-to-date information on significant changes in rail matters, and a regular newsletter.
The annual subscription is £4 for individual membership or £10 for corporate membership, such as community
councils and organisations, and is renewable on 1st April each year.
Please send your completed form with your remittance (made payable to Rail Action Group, East of Scotland) to:
Tom Dickson
Membership Secretary (RAGES)
44 Kirk Park
Dunbar
EH42 1BJ

I enclose my first RAGES membership fee of £4 / £10*. (* Delete as applicable)
Title ......... Surname .................................... Forename(s) ...............................................................
Company ....................................................................................................................................
Address .....................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
Post Code .......................... Telephone .......................................
Email .......................................................................................
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